
The Pilg rim’s Progress 
Chapter 5: The Cross and the Hill Difficulty, Part 3 



Three Shining Ones 

• First angel: “Your sins 
are forgiven.”  

• Second angel: He 
stripped Christian of his 
rags and gave him new 
clothes. 

• Third angel: He made a 
mark on Christian’s 
forehead and gave him 
a roll with a seal on it. 
 



Introduction 

• Have you ever wondered if God loves you and 
has given you the free gift of eternal life in His 
Son? 

• Do you tend to rely solely on reason and 
rational proofs for the existence of God and to 
substantiate the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ? 

• Do you tend to be a doubter?   



Introduction 

• Do you have confidence that when you die 
you will be in the presence of God in heaven 
for all eternity? 

• What do you think would be lacking in your 
life if you failed to realize what is meant by 
God’s sealing you with the Holy Spirit of 
promise? 

 



Bunyan’s Reference 

In Ephesians 1:13-14, Paul writes: “In Him, 
you also, after listening to the message of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation – having 
also believed, you were sealed in Him with 
the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as 
a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to 
the redemption of God’s own possession, 
to the praise of His glory.” 



Our Starting Point 

• The first thing we need to establish is the 
meaning of the phrase “sealed in Him with the 
Holy Spirit of promise.” 

• Understanding how physical seals were used 
in the Ancient Near East will give us important 
clues to help us with the interpretation. 

• Combining historical, linguistic, and 
theological insights will assist us with the 
proper interpretation of Paul’s phrase. 



What Are Seals? 

• The literal meaning of the 
Greek noun is seal or signet. It 
has two meanings: (1) it can 
denote the instrument , the 
signet or ring; or (2) it can 
denote the impression made 
with the signet or ring. 

• The figurative meaning is that 
which confirms, attests, or 
authenticates. 



The Composition of Seals 

• The earliest seals are roll seals or seal 
cylinders. 

• These were used in Babylon from 
3000 BC.  

• Pictures and signs were cut into the 
sheath of the cylinder and the seal 
was made by rolling the cylinder on 
damp clay. 



How Seals Were Applied 

• Once the impression was made in clay or 
damp loam, the seal was dried in the air or 
baked in an oven. 

• When a document was ready to be sealed, 
some clay was put on it and the seal was 
then pressed into the clay. 

• Scrolls, books, and letters were sealed by 
wrapping them with a tie which held them 
together. The ends of the tie were then 
sealed with clay and the owners mark. 



Scarab Seals 

• Further development was 
made in Egypt during the 18th 
dynasty (1500-1300 BC) when 
the cylinder was replaced by 
the scarab or seal ring with 
scarab. 

• Many ancient seals simply 
have the name of the owner 
or a sign particularly 
significant to him. 



The Legal Significance of Seals 

• They were used to guarantee property; sealing 
could be used to mark the property of the 
owner. 

• The seal belonged to the owner alone; no one 
else had the right to it. The maker of seals was 
not to retain the impression he had sold. 

• Just before death, the owner would break his 
seal to prevent fraudulent use. 



A Broken Signet Ring 

Petronius, proconsul and, later, consul of 
Bithynia (northwest Asia Minor), was close 
friends with the emperor Nero. Tacitus (c. 55-
120 A.D. ) recorded in his Annals (16, 19) that 
just before Petronius died, he wrote and sent a 
document under seal to Nero. “His signet ring 
he broke, lest it should render dangerous service 
later.” [The precaution was evidently suggested 
by the forgery after Lucan’s death].  



How The Seals Were Used 

• They served as proof of identity. 
• They were used on letters, agreements, or private 

or public instructions. 
• They sealed the contents of containers. 
• They sealed houses and graves. 
• Wills were sealed by the testator and by the 

witnesses. 
• They insured the identity of transferred prisoners 

(their fetters were given seals). 
 



Pharaoh’s Signet Ring 

“So Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘I hereby put you in 
charge of the whole land of Egypt.’ Then 
Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and 
put it on Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in 
robes of fine linen and put a gold chain around 
his neck. He had him ride in a chariot as his 
second-in-command, and men shouted before 
him, ‘Make way!’ Thus he put him in charge of 
the whole land of Egypt” (Gen. 41:41-43). 



Darius’ Signet Ring 

King Darius was distressed when he realized that 
Daniel would be thrown into the lion’s den for 
praying to God. According to the law of the 
Medes and Persians, no decree or edict that the 
king issued could be changed. So Daniel was 
thrown into the lion’s den. “A stone was brought 
and placed over the mouth of the den, and the 
king sealed it with his own signet ring and with 
the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation 
might not be changed” (Dan. 6:17). 



Ahab’s Signet Ring 

When Naboth refused to give up his land 
inheritance to Ahab, his wife, Jezebel, stepped in 
and told the King that she would get the 
vineyard for him. Subsequently, she sent many 
letters to the elders and nobles who lived in 
Naboth’s city of Jezreel. “So she wrote letters in 
Ahab’s name, placed his seal on them, and sent 
them to the elders and nobles who lived in 
Naboth’s city with him” (I Kings 21:8). 



Complex Nexus of Relations 

“The seal yields a complex nexus of relations. 
Mixed in it are the motifs of power and 
authorization, of legal validity and reliability, of 
the inviolate, closed and secret, of the costly 
and valuable.” 

-Gottfried Fitzer, Vienna 

Kittel’s Theological Dictionary 



Sealing in the New Testament 

• The literal meaning of the Greek verb for seal 
is (to provide with a) seal. 

• After Jesus was buried in the tomb, Pilate told 
the Pharisees to instruct the guard to “go, and 
make it as secure as you know how. And they 
went and made the grave secure, and along 
with the guard they set a seal on the stone” 
(Mt. 27:65-66).  



Sealing in the New Testament 

Speaking of Abraham in his letter to the 
Romans, Paul argues that “he received the 
sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith which he had 
while uncircumcised, that he might be the 
father of all who believe without being 
circumcised, that righteousness might be 
reckoned to them” (Rom. 4:11). 



A Three-Fold Summary 

1. A seal is that which authenticates or conveys 
authority. Signed and sealed “conveys 
authority, or establishes the authenticity, the 
validity, the truth of a document or 
statement” (Martyn Lloyd-Jones). 

2. A seal is a mark of ownership. 

3. A seal is used for the purpose of security. 



God’s Seal 

• It is a royal seal, representing His absolute 
power and authority in heaven and on earth. 

• God seals, or legally binds, that which is His. 
“Justification is forensic…we are declared, 
counted, or reckoned to be righteous when 
God imputes the righteousness of Christ to 
our account” (R.C. Sproul). 



God’s Seal 

• God’s seal has our name on it. “There are to 
be twelve stones, one for each of the names 
of the sons of Israel, each engraved like a seal 
with the name of one of the twelve tribes” 
(Ex. 28:21). 

• God’s seal affirms his action, that He has 
appointed the Son of Man to be the food of 
eternal life for men (John 6:27). 

 



John 6:27 

“Do not work for the food which perishes, 
but for the food which endures to eternal 
life, which the Son of Man shall give to 
you, for on Him the Father, even God, has 
set His seal.” 



God’s Seal 

• In sealing believers, God has made us His own 
inviolable possession (our relationship with 
God cannot be violated). “Now He who 
establishes us with you in Christ and anointed 
us is God, who also sealed us and gave us the 
Spirit in our hearts as a pledge” (II Cor. 1:21-
22).  



God’s Seal 

• God’s seal guarantees our redemption. We 
are marked, appointed and kept for 
redemption. “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit 
of God, by whom you were sealed for the day 
of redemption” (Eph. 4:30). 

• “For the Spirit of God is like a seal, by which 
we are distinguished from the reprobate, and 
which is impressed on our hearts that we may 
be assured of the grace of adoption” (Calvin). 
 



John Calvin 

“Seals give authenticity both to 
charters and to wills. Moreover, 
the seal was especially used on 
letters to identify the writer. In 
short, a seal distinguishes what is 
genuine and certain from what is 
unauthentic and fraudulent. This 
office Paul ascribes to the Holy 
Spirit…”  



More From Calvin 

“The true conviction which believers have of the 
Word of God, of their own salvation, and of all 
religion, does not spring from the feeling of the 
flesh, or from human and philosophical 
arguments, but from the sealing of the Spirit, 
who makes their consciences more certain and 
removes all doubt. The foundation of faith 
would be frail and unsteady if it rested on 
human wisdom…” 



Westminster Confession of Faith 

Section I: “…such as truly believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and love him in sincerity, endeavoring to 
walk in all good conscience before him, may in 
this life be certainly assured that they are in the 
state of grace, and may rejoice in the hope of 
the glory of God; which hope shall never make 
them ashamed.” 
Section II: “This certainty is not a bare 
conjectural and probable persuasion, grounded  



Westminster Confession of Faith 

upon a fallible hope; but an infallible assurance 
of faith, founded upon the divine truth of the 
promises of salvation, the inward evidence of 
these graces unto which these promises are 
made, the testimony of the Spirit of adoption 
witnessing with our spirits that we are the 
children of God: which Spirit is the earnest of 
our inheritance, whereby we are sealed to the 
day of redemption.” 



Infallible Assurance 

• Assurance rests on the divine truth of the 
promises of salvation. 

• Assurance rests on the inward evidence of 
those graces unto which those promises are 
made. 

• Assurance rests on the testimony of the Spirit 
of adoption, witnessing with our spirits that 
we are the children of God. 



Romans 8:15-17 

“For you have not received a spirit of slavery 
leading to fear again, but you have received a 
spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, 
‘Abba! Father!’ The Spirit Himself bears witness 
with our spirits that we are the children of God, 
and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and 
fellow-heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with 
Him in order that we may also be glorified with 
Him.” 
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